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Grade 7 Writing
Expository Prompt

READ the following quotation.

A friend is a gift you give yourself.
—Robert Louis Stevenson

THINK carefully about the benefits of friendship.
WRITE an essay explaining the importance of having a good friend.
Be sure to —

e clearly state your controlling idea

e organize and develop your explanation effectively

e choose your words carefully

e use correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and sentences



STAAR Grade 7 Expository

Score Point 1

The essay represents a very limited writing performance.

Organization/Progression

Q

Q

The organizing structure of the essay is inappropriate to the purpose or the
specific demands of the prompt. The writer uses organizational strategies
that are only marginally suited to the explanatory task, or they are
inappropriate or not evident at all. The absence of a functional organizational
structure causes the essay to lack clarity and direction.

Most ideas are generally related to the topic specified in the prompt, but the
controlling idea is missing, unclear, or illogical. The writer may fail to
maintain focus on the topic, may include extraneous information, or may
shift abruptly from idea to idea, weakening the coherence of the essay.

The writer’s progression of ideas is weak. Repetition or wordiness sometimes
causes serious disruptions in the essay. At other times the lack of transitions
and sentence-to-sentence connections causes the writer to present ideas in a
random or illogical way, making one or more parts of the essay unclear or
difficult to follow.

Development of Ideas

a

a

The development of ideas is weak. The essay is ineffective because the writer
uses details and examples that are inappropriate, vague, or insufficient.

The essay is insubstantial because the writer’s response to the prompt is
vague or confused. In some cases, the essay as a whole is only weakly linked to
the prompt. In other cases, the writer develops the essay in a manner that
demonstrates a lack of understanding of the expository writing task.

Use of Language/Conventions

Q

Q

The writer’s word choice may be vague or limited. It reflects little or no
awareness of the expository purpose and does not establish a tone
appropriate to the task. The word choice may impede the quality and clarity
of the essay.

Sentences are simplistic, awkward, or uncontrolled, significantly limiting the
effectiveness of the essay.

The writer has little or no command of sentence boundaries and age-
appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage
conventions. Serious and persistent errors create disruptions in the fluency of
the writing and sometimes interfere with meaning.
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Score Point 1

Instead of explaining the importance of having a good friend, the writer relates a story
about a time he met a new friend at the park. Although the writer addresses the topic
of friendship, the organizing structure of the response is inappropriate to the expository
purpose. The controlling idea is missing, and the development is weak because the details
included serve only to tell what happened (Then he asked whats your name I told him
Tom I told him you want to be my best friend he said sure why not.) Overall, the writer’s
response to the prompt is confused and demonstrates a lack of understanding of the
expository writing task.
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Score Point 1

In the first paragraph of the essay, the writer lists several reasons why having a good friend is important.
In paragraphs two and three, however, the writer’s focus shifts: he contrasts real friends who can be trusted
with fake friends who can’t and then cautions against being too trusting. These paragraphs contribute
only marginally to this expository task, impeding development and making the essay insubstantial. In
addition, the lack of sentence boundaries further contributes to the weak presentation of ideas. The
writer strings multiple sentences together without punctuation, causing serious and persistent disruptions
in the fluency of the writing. Overall, this essay represents a very limited writing performance.
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Score Point 1

The controlling idea of this response is unclear. The writer presents a series of unrelated
statements about the importance of friendship. Although these statements are generally
related to the prompt, the abrupt shifts from statement to statement cause the writer to
present ideas in a random, unfocused way. The repetition of the phrase “friendship is very
important” also weakens the progression of ideas. In addition, the development of ideas
is ineffective: some ideas are undeveloped, and some are simply vague (without friendship
it would not be the same. Imagine how it would be like or look). Overall, these weaknesses
result in a very limited writing performance.
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Score Point 1

In the first sentence, the writer seems to present the controlling idea that having a good friend is
important “because you can really trust him or her a lot,” but the subsequent development is not related
to this controlling idea. The writer shifts the focus by stating that having no friends is difficult because
you can’t have fun and you feel alone. However, the example used to support this idea is confusing
because it is focused on the positive effect of having friends (For example, you go to the park with
your friends and have some fun, but in that moment you feel that your not alone). In addition, the
progression and development are weak because the ideas don’t “fit” together, causing the essay to lack
a purposeful direction. Overall, the writer’s confused response to the expository task causes the essay to
be insubstantial.
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Score Point 2

The essay represents a basic writing performance.

Organization/Progression

o The organizing structure of the essay is evident but may not always be
appropriate to the purpose or the specific demands of the prompt. The essay
is not always clear because the writer uses organizational strategies that are
only somewhat suited to the expository task.

0 Most ideas are generally related to the topic specified in the prompt, but the
writer’s controlling idea is weak or somewhat unclear. The lack of an
effective controlling idea or the writer’s inclusion of irrelevant information
interferes with the focus and coherence of the essay.

a The writer’s progression of ideas is not always logical and controlled.
Sometimes repetition or wordiness causes minor disruptions in the flow of
the essay. At other times transitions and sentence-to-sentence connections
are too perfunctory or weak to support the flow of the essay or show the
relationships among ideas.

Development of Ideas

o The development of ideas is minimal. The essay is superficial because the
writer uses details and examples that are not always appropriate or are too
briefly or partially presented.

0 The essay reflects little or no thoughtfulness. The writer’s response to the
prompt is sometimes formulaic. The writer develops the essay in a manner
that demonstrates only a limited understanding of the expository writing
task.

Use of Language/Conventions

o The writer’s word choice may be general or imprecise. It reflects a basic
awareness of the expository purpose but does little to establish a tone
appropriate to the task. The word choice may not contribute to the quality
and clarity of the essay.

o Sentences are awkward or only somewhat controlled, weakening the
effectiveness of the essay.

o The writer demonstrates a partial command of sentence boundaries and age-
appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage
conventions. Some distracting errors may be evident, at times creating minor
disruptions in the fluency or meaning of the writing.
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Score Point 2

The writer begins the essay by stating that “the importance of having a good friend is having someone
there by your side.” She offers general support for this controlling idea by listing the positives of having
a good friend (there’s someone to talk to and help you cheer up; you can gossip, go to the movies, and
sit together), but none of these ideas is developed beyond a surface level. The progression stalls at times
due to multiple restatements of the same broad view of friendship (having a good friend is important,
having a good friend has its benefits). In addition, the concluding sentences do not contribute to the
development, as the writer simply inserts the quotation from the text box on the prompt page, followed
by the perfunctory statement “These are some importances of having a good friend.” Overall, this essay
represents a basic writing performance.
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Score Point 2

While it is clear that the writer believes that having a good friend is important, the essay lacks a clear controlling
idea. He provides four reasons why friendship is important. Although all these reasons are connected to the
prompt, they are only loosely connected to each other because the transitions (The first reason, The next
reason, The third reason, And the last reason) are too perfunctory to show the relationships among ideas. The
writer’s wordiness and general use of language cause the development to be superficial (why you should have
a good friend is that you would have someone to talk to and have some-one be there for you no matter what.
Having some-one to talk to is really important because you get all the things out that you have inside you).
The writer demonstrates an adequate control of sentences and command of conventions, but the minimal
details and formulaic approach reflect little thoughtfulness.
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Score Point 2

The writer describes two personal friendships to explain the controlling idea (the
importance of having a friend is you have to give respect, loving, and you have to keep each
others secrets). This organizational strategy is responsive to the expository purpose. The
writer includes some specifics, but the development remains minimal because the details
are too briefly presented to go beyond a superficial explanation. In addition, minor errors
in conventions are evident, and an inconsistent control of sentence boundaries weakens
the effectiveness of the essay. Overall, the writer demonstrates a basic writing performance.
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Score Point 2

In this basic writing performance, the writer expresses a positive view of friendship, although the
controlling idea is somewhat unclear. The writer includes many ideas about friendship, but the explanation
of these ideas is limited by repetition and general word choice (They’re there when you need them the
most. Threw thick and thin...They’re there through the roughest times). In addition, the progression of
ideas is somewhat random and not always logical or controlled (It’s very important to have friends! It’s
great to be honest to. And to love to). In addition, the repetitive sentence structure—short, declarative
sentences—causes the writing to be choppy and weakens the overall fluency and flow of the essay.
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Score Point 3

The essay represents a satisfactory writing performance.

Organization/Progression

Q

Q

Q

The organizing structure of the essay is, for the most part, appropriate to the
purpose and responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The essay is
clear because the writer uses organizational strategies that are adequately
suited to the expository task.

The writer establishes a clear controlling idea. Most ideas are related to the
controlling idea and are focused on the topic specified in the prompt. The
essay is coherent, though it may not always be unified due to minor lapses in
focus.

The writer’s progression of ideas is generally logical and controlled. For the
most part, transitions are meaningful, and sentence-to-sentence connections
are sufficient to support the flow of the essay and show the relationships
among ideas.

Development of Ideas

Q

Q

The development of ideas is sufficient because the writer uses details and
examples that are specific and appropriate, adding some substance to the
essay.

The essay reflects some thoughtfulness. The writer’s response to the prompt
is original rather than formulaic. The writer develops the essay in a manner
that demonstrates a good understanding of the expository writing task.

Use of Language/Conventions

Q

Q

The writer’s word choice is, for the most part, clear and specific. It reflects an
awareness of the expository purpose and establishes a tone appropriate to
the task. The word choice usually contributes to the quality and clarity of the
essay.

Sentences are varied and adequately controlled, for the most part
contributing to the effectiveness of the essay.

The writer demonstrates an adequate command of sentence boundaries and
age-appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage
conventions. Although some errors may be evident, they create few (if any)
disruptions in the fluency of the writing, and they do not affect the clarity of
the essay.
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Score Point 3

In this satisfactory essay, the controlling idea is that good friends “help us through tough times and make
us feel like kings and queens.” The writer uses two different organizational strategies to explain this idea.
In the first body paragraph, she draws on a personal experience to recount how interacting with friends at
lunch helps comfort her through tedious days. In the second body paragraph, the writer uses an example
from a novel to explain how friends help a person through difficult times. Each of these paragraphs is
developed sufficiently to add some substance to the essay. In addition, the writer strengthens the overall
progression and development by clearly connecting these two paragraphs (This is not the only time when
a good friend is needed). The writer’s word choice throughout is generally clear and specific, and she
shows a good control of sentences and conventions.
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Score Point 3

In this satisfactory writing performance, the writer uses a compare/contrast organizational structure to
develop the concept that one good friend has more value than either technology or a “regular friend.”
The development in each body paragraph starts with a “big” idea (there is one thing that technology will
never beat, and that is a good friend; one good friend can outnumber any regular friend any day). The
writer supports these big ideas with specific and appropriate details that add substance the explanation
(A good friend is not programmed to say meaningful things to you; You rely on them to make your
day better, and they never fail you). The development is thoughtful, and the ideas progress logically. In
addition, the writer’s word choice and control of sentences and conventions are good.
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Score Point 3

In this engaging portrait of a friendship, the controlling idea is that “friends are supposed
to be there to the end no matter how many mistakes they make.” To support this controlling
idea, the writer describes all the emotions—anger, forgiveness, loyalty, trust, love—that
are present in her relationship with her friend Karen. These details add some substance
to the essay by communicating why the friendship is special. The sentence-to-sentence
connections are sufficient to support the flow of the essay. Although some minor errors
are evident, they do not disrupt the fluency of the writing. Overall, this essay reflects a
satisfactory writing performance.
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Score Point 3

In this satisfactory essay, the writer believes that “good friends always stay by your side.” He develops this
idea by offering two examples, the movie Finding Nemo and the book I Funny. His specific explanation
of the role friendship plays in each demonstrates that he has a good understanding of the expository
writing task. Although the transition between the body paragraphs needs to be stronger to connect the
two examples, the progression of ideas is generally logical and controlled. The introduction is somewhat
formulaic because the writer includes statements that merely preview what he’s going to write about, but

his overall response to the prompt is original. In addition, word choice is clear, and sentences are varied
and controlled.
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Score Point 4

The essay represents an accomplished writing performance.

Organization/Progression

Q

Q

Q

The organizing structure of the essay is clearly appropriate to the purpose
and responsive to the specific demands of the prompt. The essay is skillfully
crafted because the writer uses organizational strategies that are particularly
well suited to the expository task.

The writer establishes a clear controlling idea. All ideas are strongly related
to the controlling idea and are focused on the topic specified in the prompt.
By sustaining this focus, the writer is able to create an essay that is unified
and coherent.

The writer’s progression of ideas is logical and well controlled. Meaningful
transitions and strong sentence-to-sentence connections enhance the flow of
the essay by clearly showing the relationships among ideas, making the
writer’s train of thought easy to follow.

Development of Ideas

Q

Q

The development of ideas is effective because the writer uses details and
examples that are specific and well chosen, adding substance to the essay.

The essay is thoughtful and engaging. The writer may choose to use his/her
unique experiences or view of the world as a basis for writing or to connect
ideas in interesting ways. The writer develops the essay in a manner that
demonstrates a thorough understanding of the expository writing task.

Use of Language/Conventions

Q

Q

The writer’s word choice is purposeful and precise. It reflects a keen
awareness of the expository purpose and maintains a tone appropriate to the
task. The word choice strongly contributes to the quality and clarity of the
essay.

Sentences are purposeful, varied, and well controlled, enhancing the
effectiveness of the essay.

The writer demonstrates a consistent command of sentence boundaries and
age-appropriate spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and usage
conventions. Although minor errors may be evident, they do not detract from
the fluency of the writing or the clarity of the essay. The overall strength of
the conventions contributes to the effectiveness of the essay.

Texas Education Agency
Student Assessment Division
March 2015
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Score Point 4

The controlling idea of this thoughtful and engaging essay is that good friends “are people
we can talk to and trust.” The writer uses her own personal experience as the basis for the
development of this controlling idea. In paragraph two, for example, she focuses on the
ways in which talking to her best friend makes her feel better about herself and her life. In
paragraph three, the writer explains how organized “trust falls,” which she participated in
at her old school, lead to good friendships. In addition, the introduction and conclusion
add substance to the development. The precise word choice, well-controlled sentences, and
strong conventions also contribute to the overall effectiveness of the essay.
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Score Point 4

In this accomplished writing performance, the writer presents the clear controlling idea
that “friendship is an important thing to have in life no matter how old you are.” The
essay is skillfully crafted; the writer reflects on what friendship means at different ages
and how, despite the changing nature of friendship, its importance is unwavering. The
transition he uses at the beginning of paragraph three allows him to contrast the simplicity
of kindergarten friendships with the complexity of middle school friendships. The essay is
unified and coherent, and its thoughtfulness demonstrates that the writer has a thorough
understanding of the expository task.
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Score Point 4

The writer of this accomplished essay takes a philosophical approach to explain the
complex nature of friendships. She describes how friends play a fundamental role in a
person’s life (They’ve seen you at your best and worst; They know the real you; They boost
your confidence sky high and give you a daily dosage of a much needed laugh attack).
The explanation is enhanced by precise word choice and purposeful sentences, which are
crafted to be parallel in structure. In addition, strong sentence-to-sentence connections
make the writer’s train of thought easy to follow. A consistent command of conventions
further contributes to the overall effectiveness of this engaging essay.
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Score Point 4

In this accomplished essay, the writer establishes the clear controlling idea that “it’s very important to
have a dependable friend because you will always need someone to rely on that you can trust.” In the
introduction, the writer equates trust in a friendship to “a pillar supporting a house”—a thoughtful
analogy that is carried through to the end of the essay. By sustaining focus on the idea of trust and
including specific examples from real life to reinforce how trust factors into a good friendship, the writer
is able to craft an essay that is unified and coherent. The sentences are purposeful and varied, each serving
to build meaning and add depth to the development. Overall, the writing is thoroughly responsive to the
specific demands of the prompt and reflects a keen awareness of the expository purpose.



